DATIG MEETING MINUTES 2/14/2019
8pm-9:15pm Eastern - 2nd Thursday of every month
(641) 552-9427 (110114#)
OPEN AT 8PM (Eastern) – Press *5 to Mute the Line then *9 and 1 to Start the Recording

Arden opened with the 3rd Step Prayer. (She chose the one from page 19 in the DA 12&12&12.)
Jeanne read the 12 Traditions.
Rosemary read the opening paragraph of the 12 Concepts and the Concept of the month (#2).
ROLL CALL

Arden in California – DATIG Chair & Correspondence Secretary (IR for 12pm Wednesday Speak & Write
Your Visions #999)
Salina in Oregon – DATIG Recording Secretary & Conference Call Moderator (IR for 10pm Monday Night
Musicians BDA #1495)
Jeanne in California – DATIG Treasurer (IR for 7pm Wednesday 50 Plus DA #1187)
Rosemary in New York – DATIG Webmaster
Vacant – DATIG Intergroup Service Rep
Irene – IR for 10pm Friday DA Clear Away (#1374)
MINUTES from Previous Meeting:

Salina read the minutes from the January meeting.
Rosemary made a motion to accept the minutes as read. Jeanne seconded. There was no
opposition.
The minutes were accepted as read by acclamation.
REPORTS
1. Treasurer – Jeanne

Beginning Balance as of 1-10-19
Deposits
Ending Balance as of 2-14-19

$357.12
$4.55 (individual)
$9.41 (2 groups)
$371.08

Prudent Reserve $175, General Fund $196.08, ISR Fund $0
Actions since last month’s meeting:
1. Obtained EIN for DATIG.
2. Investigated app called Givefy, but they charge the same percentage as PayPal, and you have to be on
their list of charities to participate. I left them a message but never received a call back.
3. Did not receive instructions for how to transfer PayPal account. Did not see any place in PayPal to put in
an EIN. There is an option to upgrade to a business account, but don’t know what the ramifications are
– whether they deduct a different fee for that.
2. Correspondence Secretary – Arden

No correspondence received.
3. Conference Call Moderator – Salina

No alerts received to any emails. As far as I know, there were no new requests to be added to the phone
bridge or any other conference line related issues. Emails are forwarded to Salina from Arden. Arden would
like to streamline the process more.

4. Webmaster – Rosemary

1. Our Domain Name datig.org expires March 13. I will renew it today for one year for $16.17. The
registrar is Hover.com.
2. Added 1 new meeting – DA HOW 12, 12 & 12 Literature Meeting Mondays 7:15-8am Eastern.
3. Vibrant Sustainability BDA hybrid meeting 1st & 3rd Monday 12:45pm Eastern. We still have a note in red
on it. I emailed GSO about it in mid January and he is looking into it. I will try attending Monday.
4. Friday Night Sanity Seekers. I emailed GSO about it in mid January and haven’t heard back yet.
4. Friday 4pm Visions meeting was struggling with no chair or format per Beth a few months ago. I’ve
been attending. Someone showed up with a format, and I offered to put it up on the website. The
format is now posted on the meeting list and numerous people have it, so I think the meeting will be OK
even without a chair. I will keep attending and keep an eye on that.
5. Adhoc Pressure Relief Marathon Committee – Meg (Not Present)
6. Intergroup Service Rep – Vacant
OLD BUSINESS

1. PRMarathon by Salina –
Arden – Checked out Zoom software. We can get a live demo. He sent me a link. For $14.99/mo we can
sign up for an account and we can start and stop it at any time. We can have any number of attendees.
We can have a lobby and breakout rooms. The breakout rooms are entirely private. No one can go into
the break out rooms. People have to be put into a breakout room by the host. We can have any number
of people going into breakout rooms. We can do video and audio or just audio. It can be done on the
phone or on the computer. I have a lot of experience with using Zoom as a participant/recipient.
Salina – Privacy wasn’t an issue at the face to face PR Marathons I organized in Ohio because there was
a separate room to go into to receive your PRM, and when one person came out, the next person went
in. Privacy wasn’t an issue at my own telephone PRM’s because I registered for a
freeconferencecall.com line and only gave the info out to my PRG. I don’t like the idea of paying for
Zoom, but it might be worth it for the breakout room privacy feature. I like the idea of using our shared
line, though. I like that it’s totally free. I don’t have any fear that people will try to lurk, but on the side
of caution, we could open a new shared line that no one has the access code to yet since there isn’t a
secret code we can give out for the breakout rooms. I haven’t used the breakout rooms, but I know that
there are 9 breakout rooms on the line. I imagine the person logged into the dashboard can see who is
in the breakout rooms, just as they can see who is in the main room. I like Rosemary’s idea of giving this
a little try ourselves, to see how everything works.
Rosemary – I like that feature where you can be put into a room. In my mind it seems to clear up my
confusion about how it would work. It can also help with anyone’s concerns about privacy. We could try
them both out.
Arden – I don’t find that $15 is unreachable. We do have money in the treasury. I like paying for it
because it gives us that extra layer of service that I’m not sure is not available on
freeconferencecall.com. I think we need to have more research on which application to use. I can call
freeconferencecall.com to get more info. I have an account under my email for the meeting I represent.
Does anyone want to do any further research other than myself.
Salina – I’d rather take some exploratory action rather than doing research. I’d like for us to do a dry run
to see how the breakout rooms work, how secure they are, what you can see from the dashboard and
to see how smooth it could be using the shared line.
Arden – I meant that I don’t know if freeconferenccall.com has breakout rooms.
Salina – They do.

Arden – Ok great, then we should just get on a phone line and try it out.
Rosemary – Technically we could even try it out right now if Salina or someone else got on the
dashboard. But I don’t know that we have time. This is one of those lines.
Arden – Let’s see if we can get to the end of the meeting with some spare time and see if we can tag it
onto the end of the meeting to try the breakout rooms.
Arden – Does anyone know anything about Meg? Whether she is participating? If someone wants to
call her, maybe then can find out if she still wants to participate. Would anyone like to do that?
Salina – Basically Meg was wanting to do some research because she didn’t want to wait around for me
to return in January, so that’s why she felt like doing a low level committee. I think that’s a moot point
now. If she wants to participate, I think coming here to the meetings is where to do it, so I don’t feel like
we need to reach out to her regarding this matter.
Tabled.
2. Speaker List Keeper Position by Salina –
Salina – Many intergroups have what is called a Speaker Chair, who keeps a list of people who are
willing to be speakers for meetings. This is someone you can reach out to if you need a speaker for your
meeting. You’ve looked around, you can’t find one, time is running out, so you can turn to the
intergroup for some help getting a speaker for your meeting. That’s the basic idea. I don’t know
technically how it works. Does the speaker list keeper just email you the list and you go down the list
calling people, or does the Speaker Chair reach out to people on the list until they find someone for you
given the date and time you need a speaker? I like the idea of adding this position to DATIG, so we can
eventually fill it at some point.
Arden – So the speaker chair would be the holder of the list? It wouldn’t be published on our website?
Salina – Correct. I don’t believe so.
Arden – So the speaker chair would have an email address?
Salina – I don’t know. Probably. Or a phone number.
Jeanne – The way it worked in the physical realm in LA when they developed their speaker list, was that
they had group reps go back to their meetings and get the names of people who would be willing to be
speakers, and then they brought those names to intergroup. Intergroup created a spreadsheet with
those names and phone numbers. The lists were distributed out to the meetings. Reps took the lists
back to their meeting secretary and they were kept in a binder with the meeting format, not left sitting
out on a table for anyone to take. It wasn’t distributed to all the members. The secretary was the list
keeper for the meeting. And then if someone wanted a speaker, they would directly call from those
lists.
Arden – Where there any qualifications requirements for the speakers?
Jeanne – I can’t remember. I would imagine there was some kind of requirement.
Arden – So then we would want to set up our own qualifications. I would think we would want some
qualifications for qualifiers.
Jeanne – The other issue is that the list has to be kept updated.
Arden – How would one go about that? Sending a bulk email every month or every two months? Emails
often get bounced back.
Irene – Seattle Intergroup has a PRG list that was distributed to the whole membership of the whole
Washington State region. Anyone could have a copy of it. One person on the intergroup had the job of
maintaining the list. Every 3 months they would call everyone on the list and ask if that was still their
contact info and if they were still able and willing to give PRM’s. That was a really great service for me. I
used it a lot.
Arden - Do we want to create this position? What would it be called? What would the qualifications be
for the position?

Irene – What would the requirements be for the speakers on the list?
Arden – Do we want to hammer this out now?
Salina – I’m fine with tabling it. We’ve had a really nice discussion about it and some new information
has come out. There is a lot to be hashed out, and I’m fine with waiting.
Irene – Let’s at least talk about what level of recovery we would want the speakers to have because
DATIG is putting this out as a list of qualified speakers, so it’s sort of reflecting on us.
Arden – Agreed. Let’s inch forward on something. That would be a good subject. How qualified does a
qualifier need to be?
Irene – There are subjective things, too, besides technical. They need to be able to offer some hope, not
just talk about what it was like before and then with just 5 minutes left say, Oh and by the way I found
DA and I got better. Someone willing to talk about what recovery tools they use, how they found
recovery and what hope they have to share with others. Let’s have a spiel about what we are looking
for. “We’re looking for speakers, who can talk about….”
Arden – Any ideas for language?
Jeanne – If someone is willing to be a speaker, I would hope they’re sharing their experience, strength
and hope, or why would they say that they would be a speaker? I don’t even know if it needs
requirements. In a meeting, when someone says, Will someone volunteer to be the speaker, they don’t
usually have requirements on that. It’s just whoever is willing to tell their story, and their story is their
story. And even if they are struggling and slipping and talking about how it hasn’t worked, there are
lessons to be learned in all of it. Experience strength and hope is basically what happened, how you got
to the program and what’s happened since. I think that is just implicit in volunteering to be a speaker.
Arden – It is more flexible than say the qualification for being a GSR, for example. Everyone’s stories
always inspire people.
Jeanne – We are not talking about circuit speakers, just someone willing to tell their story at a meeting.
Arden – Yeah, and we’re not talking about GSR requirements or levels of solvency or how many steps
you have completed and whether they were with step studies or with sponsors. Can someone write this
up? Maybe it can just come out of the minutes.
Jeanne – I’m wondering if Salina would be willing, since she brought this topic to us, to just rough out a
suggestion for how this could work, and then we could go through it and say yea or nay or adjust it.
Then we don’t have to start from nowhere.
Arden – It’s in the minutes. Salina, can you just extract parts of this discussion and plug it into a
paragraph that can could go in the minutes that we could then review next month?
Salina – Yes.
Rosemary – Should we vote to create this position?
Arden – Would someone like to make a motion that has a title for the position, so we can vote on it?
Salina – Motioned that we create a Speaker Chair Position for DATIG.
Rosemary – Seconded.
Motion Passed Unanimously (all in favor, none opposed).
Arden – Does this position have qualifications? Are they the same as the other positions at DATIG?
Rosemary – Let’s save that for next time in the interest of time.
Tabled.
3. Treasury Account –
Not discussed.
4. Newcomer Packet by Salina –
Not discussed.

5. Copyrights by Irene –
Not discussed.
NEW BUSINESS

Skipped.
PHONE MEETING ISSUES, CONCERNS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rosemary – In going and visiting the Friday afternoon Visions meeting, because I heard that they might be
having a rough time, I found that it helped get them going, and I’m just so glad that I did it. That is a
meeting that I used to chair a few years ago. The people on the meeting were so appreciative that the
format was brought up and a person was emailing the current one, and the word kind of got out that
someone was trying to help them, I think. It was very rewarding. Everyone was really glad that that their
format can be on the website, and I helped them get on their feet. Just a plug for visiting meetings one
doesn’t normally visit.
Arden – Has anyone been to the alternating Monday hybrid meeting?
Rosemary – I’ve got it on my calendar and will try to go to it on Monday.
Arden – I’ve been on the Monday night Musicians meeting on occasion, and that’s a fabulous meeting.
There are a couple of really lively Sunday evening BDA meetings. I’m on their email list and I’m getting their
phone lists. The Sunday 8pm BDA meeting is doing a group inventory and having a neutral person come in
to facilitate. That’s a really friendly, lively meeting.
Irene – DATIG Elections will be next month.
REVIEW OF UPCOMING ACTIONS

Each person will complete the following Action Items before the next DATIG meeting:
1.
2.
3.

Salina – Finish typing February minutes and email them to webmaster, chair and Jeanne. Create a statement about the
speaker chair position.
Rosemary – Upload minutes from this meeting. Upload Approved Minutes from January. Renew DATIG.org. Attend Monday
hybrid meeting. Attend Friday Night Sanity Seekers. Contact Allen again about those 2 meetings.
Irene – Email paperwork to Jeanne regarding treasurer responsibilities for transferring a paypal account into a new name
(into the EIN).

CLOSE

The meeting closed at 9:18pm (Eastern) with the “We” version of the Serenity Prayer.

