DATIG MEETING MINUTES 1/10/2019 – Approved 2/14/19
8pm-9:15pm Eastern - 2nd Thursday of every month
(641) 552-9427 (110114#)
OPEN AT 8PM (Eastern) – Press *5 to Mute the Line then *9 and 1 to Start the Recording

Irene opened with the 3rd Step Prayer.
Salina read the 12 Traditions.
Rosemary read the opening paragraph of the 12 Concepts and the Concept of the month (#1).
ROLL CALL

DATIG Chair– Irene (IR for 10pm Friday DA Clear Away #1374), substituting for Arden
DATIG Recording Secretary & acting DATIG Conference Call Moderator – Salina in Oregon (IR for
10pm Monday Night Musicians BDA)
DATIG Treasurer – Jeanne in California (IR for 7pm Wednesday 50 Plus DA #1187)
DATIG Intergroup Service Rep – Vacant
DATIG Correspondence Secretary – Not Present
DATIG Webmaster – Rosemary
Nancy – IR for 3pm Tuesday DA & Health Issues (#)
Chris A – Visitor from the 5pm (Pacific) Sedona Into Action Monday Night DA (hybrid) meeting and
the Sunday morning DA meeting
Not Present – IR for 10:30am Monday BDA Step (#1330)
Not Present – IR for 12pm Wednesday Speak & Write Your Visions (#999)

MINUTES from Previous Meeting:

Salina read the minutes from the December meeting.
Corrections = Rosemary discovered an error in the November Treasurer’s Report, and the
correction was approved by acclamation (Salina moved, Jeanne seconded, no objections).
The correction affects the December Treasurer’s Report beginning balance. Salina suggested
that Meg’s email address mentioned in the December minutes be removed for privacy. There
was agreement from the group. Irene suggested the information about why Meg stepped down
from being treasurer be removed for her privacy. There was agreement from the group, and all
the corrections to the December minutes were approved by acclamation (Jeanne moved,
Rosemary seconded, no objections).
A motion to accept the minutes with these 3 corrections was made and seconded. There was no
opposition. The minutes were accepted as corrected by acclamation.
REPORTS
1. New Treasurer – Jeanne

Beginning Balance as of 12-13-18
$343.16
Donations
$4.55
$9.41
Balance as of 01-10-19
$357.12
Prudent Reserve $175, General Fund $182.12, ISR Fund $0
Actions since last month’s meeting:
1. I received the login information for the Paypal Acct. and checked the balances. I see that John
S is the contact person on the acct, and it was opened using his SSN.
2. I contacted John and he confirmed he had used his SSN and had filed a Ficticious Name (dba)
in LA County as a result of a DATIG group conscience and opened an account with Chase
Bank so he could open the PayPal account. He did not obtain an EIN.

3. I looked up what would be required to obtain an EIN. According to the IRS site, someone
would still need to attach their SSN to open an EIN. Which puts us right back where we are.
4. I emailed John to ask him if he would be willing to keep his name and SSN on the Paypal
account. We could just transfer the login information to the new treasurer on rotation of
leadership, changing the password with each turnover for added security, and keeping him
informed of the new password each time. I have not received a response from him yet.
2. Correspondence Secretary – Arden (Not Present)
3. Conference Call Moderator – Salina

I have not been alerted by Arden, who is receiving the emails, to any new requests to be added to the
phone bridge or any other conference call issues.
4. Webmaster – Rosemary

1. Added 1 new meeting: Wednesday DA Love, Writing, & Step Meeting (Wednesday 7-8am
Eastern)
2. Deleted 1 meeting: Prague DA Skype Meeting (Monday 7:30pm Central European Time, 1:30pm
Eastern)
3. Prematurely deleted 1 meeting: Vibrant Sustainability BDA hybrid (meets 1st & 3rd Monday
12:45pm Eastern).
Beth reported last month that there was no one on the line on Dec 3. I tried it on Dec 17 for 20
minutes – no one there. I checked the main DA meeting list and didn’t see it so I deleted from our list.
Today I realized it is buried at bottom of the DA meeting list underneath the end of the Sunday
meetings, not listed at the top with the other Monday meetings. I wrote to Allan at GSO today, waiting
to hear back. I can leave it off our meeting list or I can put it back with a note that it may not be active
– what does the group want me to do? Will discuss under Old Business.
4. Friday Night Sanity Seekers – still has our note in red: “Note - DATIG has had reports that this
meeting doesn't have anyone chairing. Please contact DATIG if you have any information.”
5. The treasurer@datig.net email is now forwarding to Jeanne.
6. Anyone new to DATIG – please give me your email so I can invite you to the Yahoo group. Not
everyone is on it, by choice, but I do send meeting reminders and notices that minutes are up on the
website.
5. Adhoc Pressure Relief Marathon Committee Chair – Meg (Not Present)
6. Intergroup Service Rep – Vacant
OLD BUSINESS

1. Treasury Account
Irene – We do not have to have an EIN, but it is better for the group to have an EIN. The EIN
will belong to the whole group, not to an individual, but an individual’s name and SSN is
required to be associated with it (as the “responsible party”). There is simple paperwork to
apply for an EIN and to amend an EIN. You amend an EIN by removing the old officer’s SSN
from the EIN and adding the new officer’s SSN (as the new “responsible party”). Will resend
paperwork to Jeanne to apply for and amend EIN’s. You can also get an EIN in five minutes on
the IRS website.
For PayPal, we need to log in as John, add the new name (EIN), send paperwork (copy of
minutes showing that the group is authorizing the transfer) to PayPal notifying them that we
want to remove John from the account. Irene has paperwork on how to do all this and will
email it to Jeanne.

Chris A – Has also had experience with PayPal and EIN and changing parties and applauded
the brevity and clarity of Irene’s presentation this information.
Jeanne suggested that we make a motion.
Rosemary made a motion that Jeanne apply for an EIN and put it under her SSN as long as
she is the treasurer.
Salina seconded the motion.
No objections.
Motion passed by acclamation.
Irene – Eventually that will just become part of the treasury duties. If we have that written up
and documented, we won’t have to vote on it next time because it will be understood that when
someone becomes the treasurer they do that, but since this is the first time, it is good to vote
on it separately.
Rosemary made a motion that we authorize Jeanne to create an EIN for the DA Telephone
Inter Group (DATIG) and to take the necessary, appropriate steps required by PayPal to
transfer our PayPal account from John S to DATIG’s EIN with the responsible party being
Jeanne.
(Chris asked if he could second but was informed by the chair that he has to be a voting
member to second a motion.)
Salina seconded the motion.
Motion passed unanimously. (5 in favor – Irene, Jeanne, Rosemary, Nancy, Salina. None
opposed.)
2. PRMarathon
Irene – We voted to have a PRMarathon in early in 2019, possibly in late winter or early
Spring. We said the organization would begin in earnest in January. I’m just going by my
understanding of what I remember. When we discussed it in November or December, it was
preliminary stuff. We were asking people to send out feelers to their individual meetings to see
if there was anyone interested in participating in a PRG Marathon to begin with, a person who
would give PRGs and different ways it could be done, etc. This could possibly be a fundraiser
for our ISR fund. Does anyone remember anything else or have any suggestions for where do
we go from here?
Salina – My idea about how we would go about doing this Pressure Relief Marathon is to use
the DA shared phone line. We can block off 3-6 hours on there. I don’t believe we have any
Saturday meetings on the line, and that might be the best day to have a Pressure Relief
Marathon. We would get volunteers to serve on 1 or 2 PRG’s that will be giving back-to-back
Pressure Relief Meetings. Once that is all scheduled and set and dates are picked out, we can
start announcing at meetings “If you would like to sign up to receive a 45-minute Pressure
Relief Meeting on this date, these are the times and this is the person to contact”. There
should be a requirement that they email their numbers to the organizer by a certain date far
enough in advance that they can be passed on to the PRG volunteers electronically before the
event so they can have the #’s to look at in the Pressure Relief Meetings. If they don’t meet
that deadline, then they lose their spot and that spot is open to someone else. We would also
need a host for the event to be on the line to welcome people, direct them and keep things
flowing smoothly, and the host would be logged onto the dashboard so they would be able to
help out if there were any issues that came up with disruptions or anything like that. There are
breakout rooms on that line that can be used, but we want to keep it really, really simple for the
first one, I think. It’d be nice to have a Pressure Relief Marathon the first weekend in February,
after people receive their W-2’s, so that if filling out tax returns is an item causing people
pressure or they need help deciding how to spend their tax return, that can be addressed in a
PRM before the official deadline.
Irene – If I were to be a participant receiving a PRM at this event, would that mean that I am
discussing my personal issues and my life on line in front of any number of people who would

be listening? Would it be an open thing where 40 people on the line could be listening to the
PRG? I’m a little confused by that.
Salina – We could do one of two things. We could have a timeframe where you can only be on
the line at that time, so if someone comes on the line before their time, they can be asked to
leave and wait a few moments. That way it would just be the people in the Pressure Relief
Meeting. If a breakout room is used, then people can hang out on the main line waiting for their
turn, and the 3 people can go in the breakout room and have privacy in there to talk about the
individual’s issues. That’s also why it’s important to have someone on the dashboard – that
person can monitor the line so it is not just a free for all where anyone can be on the line and
listen in – we’re gonna be able to see and know who is on the line.
Irene – I think it makes sense to have a host in the main Pressure Relief workshop room,
which we can call the “lobby”, to greet everyone when they first call into the line. The host
could even be reading paragraphs from the PRG pamphlet or could be sharing about how
PRG’s helped them. After about 10 minutes of that, they can say, “Ok, we have 3 people
signed up to do a PRG – 2 givers and 1 receiver. We are sending them into breakout room #1.
Would they please press *3 to go into that room now.” And then go on continue greeting
people. That way anyone can dial in and listen to the workshop. Or we can say only the people
who are signed up can dial in and nobody else can. I think we have to figure out how to do
that.
Rosemary – I’ve used the dashboard, but I’m not familiar with breakout rooms. It might be
interesting for us to do a really brief dry run. We probably need a list of things that would need
to be done in advance – the people signing up and what documents they need to submit in
advance, etc. But in addition, if we just all got on the phone line at some point and pretended –
like I’m going to be in room 1 with so and so – then we could try it out amongst ourselves to
see how it works. Because it’s so unfamiliar to me, I’m not comfortable trying to run something
like that, but other people may be.
Jeanne – The problem with telling someone in the main room the access code to go into room
1 is you’re telling the whole group what that access code is to go to room 1. You would
probably have to text them the access code or have some other secure way, unless you can
monitor who is in the breakout room, otherwise you would be giving that out to someone who
might just go to listen.
Irene – I agree. The next issue is that I know Meg had expressed concern last month that she
was doing a lot of service on a lot of meetings and it was causing her to struggle a little bit.
Does anyone know if she’s still interested in organizing the PRMarathon? Is anyone willing to
reach out to her to find out?
Rosemary – I know Meg is planning on becoming treasurer here once the term is up in March.
I sort of recall that what she committed to was just doing some background research, but then
she wasn’t sure what the group wanted from her. I don’t think she volunteered to run it, just do
some research.
Irene – So maybe we need to have a person who is willing to chair this or a committee to cochair it, or are all of us the committee? I think we need clarity on that.
Rosemary – Do we need a motion that we want to do it?
Irene – I think we already voted at a previous meeting that we would definitely do a
PRMarathon, we just didn’t have a date and time yet. Does anyone know? I guess we could go
back to the previous minutes.
Irene – Lets’ table this for the moment. I’m concerned about time.
Nancy – I just went back and looked at the minutes. It started in September as new business.
Under New Business it said “discuss PRMarathon”. Then I went back through August and July
and there was nothing. Once it started getting talked about in September, it just kept being
discussed, but there was never a motion made or passed on whether to do it or how to do it.
There were just various discussions about it.

Salina – I was the one that brought the idea up, but I was about to take a couple months’ break
from
Service. I brought it up as an idea for us to think about and do in the future. I said I wouldn’t be
able to help out with any planning until after I came back in two months, which is right now.
Meg got inspired and wanted to form the committee to at least start researching how to put this
together and maybe even do a very tiny trial run to work the kinks out before we go bigger with
it. So a committee was formed and she’s the chair of that, but I don’t know what’s been going
on with the committee.
Nancy – I would just like to state again that there has never been a vote on whether to do it.
Rosemary – I agree with that. I don’t remember a committee, just someone volunteering.
Jeanne – Sometimes in a group you have an adhoc committee that does the research, and
then it brings back the information to the larger group, and then a decision is made. It seems to
me that we’re in the stage of gathering information so that a decision can be made.
Irene – Maybe Meg offered to do something while Salina was on her break, but nothing official
was decided. That’s sort of what it sounds like.
Rosemary – That was my understanding.
Nancy – Reading from October minutes, “Meg volunteered to be on a low level committee to
start working on this idea in the meantime and maybe do a test run before January. It was
tabled until January.”
Irene – Thank you for your service in bringing clarity! So, she was not able to get that far with
it, but that was her goal. She didn’t come back today, so we don’t know if she’s done anything
further with it since December. What do we want to do now, if anything?
Jeanne – I suggest we table it until Meg comes back. Unless Salina wants to take it up.
Salina – I don’t think we should wait on Meg. It was my idea and I’m back. However, I’m not
ready to be active on the committee this month, so that early February timeframe is not
realistic. I think we need to table it for today but talk about it some more, and hopefully get to a
place where we can start taking some action. It was very simple when I organized these in
person, and I don’t think the phone thing will be that complicated either.
Irene Tabled the topic.
3. Monday 12:45 EST BDA twice a month meeting
Rosemary – This twice a month BDA meeting appears not to be happening. One of us
attended both times it was supposed to meet in December and no one was there. I
prematurely deleted it because I thought DebtorsAnonymous.org had deleted it, but then found
it later on at the bottom of the page. I will put it back up on the website and just write a note
saying we’re in the process of trying to determine if this is an active meeting.
Jeanne, Irene and Salina agree with this action.
NEW BUSINESS

1. Copyrights by Irene
Irene – I went through all the old minutes that are on the DATIG yahoo group, looking for any
sign that we had an EIN, and discovered that DATIG has a whole body of work that we paid to
have copyrighted. I didn’t know this existed but I thought I should bring it up to the group. I
discovered that the last time we had a literature committee, we actually paid to copyright a lot
of the documentation that this meeting wrote up like how to do various things on phone
meetings and such, which we have posted on our website. I saw that DATIG wrote a check to
have something copyrighted. What happens if we’ve edited them? For example if DA changes
something that affects what we have on our website?
Salina – I was on the literature committee the last time it was active. Bud was the spearhead
for that for years, and he was chairing it when I joined the committee. We created the DATIG
Service Guide, and that was the last thing that we created. He was working on getting that

copyrighted, and I believe he went all the way through that process. That was our last project.
Bud hasn’t attended in over a year now, and the literature committee has been inactive for
some time. I was aware that there had been things previously copyrighted, and I was part of
the project for doing that manual that was copyrighted.
Irene – One of the DA signs of compulsive debting is being unaware of fees, fines and
contractual obligations, so part of our recovery is being aware of contractual obligations. I don’t
know if anyone is willing to volunteer to go through the minutes to verify which documents
were copyrighted. I was looking for something else, so I didn’t bother to write them all done – I
just noticed that it had occurred. If they were copyrighted and they are on our website, then we
should label them as such at the bottom of the document (copyrighted in such and such year
by DATIG).
My understanding is that if something was copyrighted at a certain date, then you don’t have to
update the copyright date for minor changes. There’s a whole thing about this in one of the
most recent newsletters on DA.org. The DA World Service Copyright Committee discovered
that you don’t change the original year for minor document updates or changes. So I don’t
think we have to change the copyright date every time we make changes, only if it’s a whole
new version, in which case we might need to change the copyright date. I don’t know how that
works, but I personally thing it needs to be researched.
Salina – I’m wondering if the documents do say that they are copyrighted somewhere on there.
Irene – They might. I don’t know.
Salina – It sounds like a lot of work.
Nancy – Is it really worth it? Do we really need to protect them from being stolen?
Irene – I don’t know. Why did we copyright it? Salina, do you remember why?
Salina – Because it’s the thing to do. We wanted the literature we produced to be official. I
don’t think it’s something we need to take on right now, because there’s not a real strong need
to protect them at the moment. It would be nice to have it all properly noted in the documents,
because we did pay for that. It would be nice to go through those documents on the website to
see if the copyright is noted, and if not to note it, but I don’t think that’s something we should
take on right now. Maybe a future project.
Irene – I’m not attached to it either way. It’s just in the interest of awareness. I was made
aware of something that I wasn’t aware of before.
Tabled
2. Speaker List Keeper by Salina
DATIG Cofounder John S’s told me that the one thing that DATIG did not accomplish before
he left serving here was having a speaker chair like the face to face intergroups do that he is
familiar with (in the LA area). This is someone who is the keeper of the “speaker list”. The
speaker list contains the contact info for qualified and willing speakers, so that if a meeting
needs a speaker and can’t find one, they can refer to that list. For DA that list can also include
people who are willing to serve on a PRG. Even if it’s not filled for a while, I would like to create
that position – Speaker Chair. I know a speaker seeker for a BDA meeting who might actually
have a really long list and could maybe help us get our list started. I don’t know if she could
volunteer for the position herself.
Add to next month’s business.
PHONE MEETING ISSUES, CONCERNS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Last Month - Allan (GSO) had tried to reach the contacts for the Wednesday 50+meeting and couldn’t reach
them. There’s a form on the DA website to update a meeting registration that needs to be filled out for that
meeting and sent to Allan. Jeanne was going to tell John to do that.

Irene – Thank you, Rosemary, for adding the link on our website to the DA podcasts. It could be
useful for us to bring back to our home meetings that until a few months ago, whenever World
Service would have fellowship wide phone conference or workshop, they would give you the phone

number you’d have to dial in to hear the recording, and it was different each time. Now all the World
Service workshops are now on the same phone number, same access code and the same
international line to eliminate confusion. So once you know that, you just need to know the date and
time. And instead of having to dial in to listen to it, they record it as an audio file that you can listen to
as a podcast, which is just an audio file you can listen to on the internet.
Rosemary – In the past we have sometimes talked about sort of being informal ambassadors and
going to different meetings that we haven’t been to before to let them know about DATIG and some of
the things were doing. A lot of us have had a lot of service commitments, but now we’re expanding a
little bit, so maybe we can consider that again. Getting out there. And if you’re at a meeting and
there’s announcements or a business meeting, you can talk about DATIG. Some people don’t even
know DATIG exists.
Chris – I am a Speaker Seeker for the Sedona Into Action Monday Night meeting, and I am looking
for a speaker for this coming Monday and the 2nd Monday in March. I don’t know if there is someone
who would want to do that. It would be an opportunity for someone to talk about DATIG. I will give my
contact info out after the meeting.
REVIEW OF UPCOMING ACTIONS

Each person will complete the following before the next DATIG meeting:
1. Salina – Finish typing January minutes and email them to webmaster, chair and Jeanne. Correct November and
December treasury reports. Update December minutes with approved corrections. Resubmit corrected minutes to
webmaster.
2. Rosemary – Upload minutes from this meeting. Upload Approved Minutes from November and December. Put
Monday 12:45pm BDA meeting back on the website and post a note that it is in the process of being evaluated for
whether it is still active. Send Jeanne an invitation to the yahoo group.
3. Irene – Email paperwork to Jeanne regarding treasurer responsibilities for applying for an EIN account and for
transferring a paypal account and an EIN account into a new name.
4. Jeanne – Open an EIN account for DATIG.

CLOSE

The meeting closed at 9:18pm (Eastern) with the “We” version of the Serenity Prayer.

